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es, it is our 20th anniversary of
publishing Capital Region Building
& Design magazine. We have
featured many, many builders and suppliers over these 20 years,
plus for several years prior to the launch of CRB&D with another
title. It always has been enjoyable getting to know these industry
professionals and learning what makes them tick. And we have
shared that with our readers so that you could know them a little
better too.
It has also been great fun to be there at the start of the Saratoga
Showcase of Homes and covering that event for the past 21 years,
as well as being involved in the beginning of CRBRA’s Parade of
Homes for which we produced the ﬁrst four tour guides. (Back then
it was the Schenectady Builders Association’s event.)
But what we have probably enjoyed the most were the photo
shoots with award-winning architectural photographer Randall Perry.
From the early morning sunrise and twilight exterior shots to the
painstaking efforts to get our feature subjects to look relaxed and
smile, it has been a long collaboration with lots of
great memories. We are so grateful to Randall for
being a big part of CRB&D, sharing his amazing
talents and making sure every shot was the best
it could be. As his business grew over the years,
working us in hasn’t been easy, but he always has
managed to be there when we needed him. With
additional ofﬁces in Naples, Florida and Cape
Cod he is always on the go – whether for top
builders, designers, architects, construction ﬁrms or
hospitality properties.
To see more of Randall’s spectacular photos I encourage you to
check out his website: www.randallperry.com. You can email Randall
with your comments at randallperry@randallperry.com or give him a
call if you want to work with the very best (518-421-6834). And we
have been lucky enough to do so for more than twenty years. Thanks
much, Randall.
Special thanks go to our interior design consultant, the awardwinning co-owner of Plum and Crimson Fine Interior Design.
Denise Palumbo has shared her expertise with our readers and been a
wonderful professional support to CRB&D. We thank you, Denise!
As we mark this 20th year in publishing CRB&D we also want
to thank all of our advertisers, some of whom have been with us for
most of those 20-plus years. Without your participation we could
not have provided our readers with the many articles on the region’s
building trade, offering a positive look at the industry or the annual
Showcase of Homes guide. We very much appreciated it.
In this Winter Edition we look at some of the award-winning
2016 Showcase homes, illustrated with some of those beautiful
Randall Perry photos. Enjoy!

Rita and Craig

Rita & Craig Stevens, Publishers
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SBA donates $70,000
to local charities
Announces People’s Choice
The Saratoga Builders Association is proud to present a total of $70,000
to our two local charities from the proceeds of the 2016 Saratoga
Showcase of Homes. From left to right: Stephan von Schenk, President,
Adirondack Trust Company; Barry Potoker, Executive Director, Saratoga
Builders Association & Co-Chair; Tammy DiCara, President, Habitat
for Humanity of Northern Saratoga, Warren & Washington Counties;
Michelle Larkin, Executive Director, Rebuilding Together Saratoga County;
Lisa Licata, Co-Chair; Charles V. Wait Jr., Executive Vice President,
Adirondack Trust Company.

The Saratoga Builders Association was proud to present the proceeds
totaling $70,000 from the 2016 Saratoga Showcase of Homes to Rebuilding
Together Saratoga County and Habitat for Humanity of Northern
Saratoga, Warren and Washington Counties. This is the highest amount
raised in the past ﬁve years. The Saratoga Builders Association has now
contributed over one million dollars to our local charities from this area’s
premiere new home tour event.
The 2016 edition of the Saratoga Showcase of Homes, was a
blockbuster event with 16 award-winning builders presenting 19 homes. The
2016 tour had over 3,500 people purchasing tickets to visit these beautiful new
homes on display over three weekends. The event also saw the return of the
Friday night kick-off event called the “Taste of Showcase” attended by nearly

2016 Saratoga Showcase Award Winners
2016 CLASSIC HOMES
Landscaping
BONACIO CONSTRUCTION/
SUNSHINE LANDSCAPING
Interior Decorating
BONACIO CONSTRUCTION/
FINISHING TOUCHES HOME DECOR
Best Kitchen
BONACIO CONSTRUCTION/
THE SIGNATURE CABINET GROUP
Workmanship, Best Master Bath
Exterior Design, Interior Floor Plan
MCPADDEN BUILDERS
2016 EXECUTIVE HOMES
Best Master Bath
BELMONTE BUILDERS

Best Master Bath
TERRACE HOMEBUILDERS
Exterior Design
Interior Floor Plan
LA FEMME HOME BUILDERS
Best Kitchen, Workmanship
WITT CONSTRUCTION
Interior Decorating
WITT CONSTRUCTION/
E TANNY DESIGN
2016 TOWNHOMES
Landscaping
MALTA DEVELOPMENT/
NEW DIMENSIONS OUTDOOR
SERVICES

Exterior Design, Interior Floor Plan
CARUSO HOME BUILDERS

Workmanship - Tie
MALTA DEVELOPMENT
BARBERA HOMES

Landscaping, Workmanship
VOLPE CUSTOM HOMES

Best Master Bath
BARBERA HOMES

Interior Decorating
VOLPE CUSTOM HOMES/
VOLPE CUSTOM INTERIORS

Exterior Design
MALTA DEVELOPMENT

Best Kitchen
VOLPE CUSTOM HOMES
MINICK KITCHEN DESIGN
2016 LUXURY HOMES
Landscaping
TERRACE HOMEBUILDERS/
NEW DIMENSIONS OUTDOOR
SERVICES
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400 people. The builder’s artistry along with the many
talented designers who helped showcase their ﬁne
work gave our community an opportunity to preview
current trends in building, landscaping, decorating
and interior design. In what has become an autumn
tradition in our area, the Saratoga Builders Association
is dedicated to this long running show being an
integral part of the fabric in our fall season.
The 2016 Saratoga Showcase of Homes
People’s Choice award winners were: McPadden
Builders (Classic Home), Volpe Custom Homes
(Executive Home), Terrace Homebuilders (Luxury
Home), Barbera Homes (Townhome).
Realtors’ Choice winners were: Bonacio
Construction (Classic Home), Caruso Home
Builders (Executive Home), Terrace Homebuilders
(Luxury Home), Malta Development (Townhome).
The 2017 Saratoga Showcase of Homes is
set for Sept. 16-17, 23-24 and Sept. 30 - Oct. 1. For
more details on the homes, builders, award winners,
and virtual tours of every home, please visit www.
saratogashowcaseofhomes.com.

Interior Decorating
BARBERA HOMES/
BLAIRHOUSE INTERIORS GROUP
Best Kitchen
BARBERA HOMES/
BELLEVUE BUILDERS SUPPLY
Interior Floor Plan
BARBERA HOMES
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The four 2016 Saratoga Showcase of Homes “People’s
Choice” Awards were announced. From Left to Right: Matt
and Jaime McPadden of McPadden Builders - Classic
Home category winner; Mia Barbera of Barbera Homes
– Town Home category winner; Frank and Denise Volpe of
Volpe Custom Homes – Executive Home category winner;
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Bonacio Construction
The Designer’s View
DAVE TROJANSKI

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES IN COTTAGE-STYLE HOME
By Shelly Walker

Stop by our two
Showcase houses:
9 Burnham Hollow
in Wilton and
34 Joseph Street
in Saratoga Springs.
Two totally different
Showhouse styles!
Then swing by our store at
217 Ballard Road in Wilton.

RANDALL PERRY PHOTOGRAPHY

Show us your ticket & save
15% on anything in the store!
Furniture
Area Rugs
Bedding
Pillows
Lamps
Artwork
Mirrors
Antiques
Tableware
Window Treatments
Unique Accessories

Room re-styling and Interior Design Services are always available.
We provide the “Finishing Touches” to make your house a beautiful home.

217 BALLARD RD WILTON, NY12831 • (518) 584-1490
WWW.FINISHINGTOUCHESSTORE.COM | INFO@FINISHINGTOUCHESHD.COM
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T

he design concept for the 2016 Bonacio Construction
Burnham Hollow Showcase home on Burnham Road came
from its proximity to the Adirondacks. I wanted a slightly
rustic vibe, while keeping it modern and sophisticated. The house
was not sold, so it was not built with anyone’s particular taste in
mind.
The great room featured a large Chesterﬁeld sofa and large
tables made out of tree stumps that were used as end tables. I used
two cocktail tables offset from one another for a unique touch. The
dining room’s rough-cut rustic table with more formal tufted chairs
was its focal point. Splashes of orange were used throughout the
dining room, kitchen and great room to add pizzazz.
For the master bathroom I selected a gorgeous gold/cream
onyx and we undercut the vanity top for a great touch of ambiance.
Onyx was also used on the shower ceiling and as an accent on the
shower walls. The master bedroom walls were painted a light gold
to coordinate with the bath and I selected beautiful hand-painted
wallpaper as an accent wall behind the king size master bed.
Custom-made draperies throughout the house completed each room
to a T!
The lower level featured a wetbar, entertainment room, guest
bedroom and full bathroom. The upper ﬂoor was designed as kids’
bedrooms – one for a girl, the other a boy. Their bathroom boasted
a mossy green wall and rustic accents.

CAPITAL REGION BUILDING & DESIGN

WINTER 2017

HIGHLIGHTS
This Burnham Hollow 2016 Showcase
home by Bonacio Construction is a cottage-style
home that features shakes and board-n-batten
siding with stone accents and Pella windows from
Crawford Door and Window Sales. Note the hints of
Craftsman styling mixed with the traditional features
(top right).
Dave Trojanski, Bonacio’s Residential Division
builder, is commited to the fundamental building
principles that have made Bonacio Construction
standout for more than 28 years.
With 2,408 square feet of living space,
including 685 square feet ﬁnished in the lower level
walkout, this house has endless possibilities for
any family’s lifestyle. There are four bedrooms and
three and one-half baths, a ﬁrst-ﬂoor master suite
(opposite page) with private bath and spacious
walk-in closet from California Closets. The open
ﬂoor plan in the main living space with a two-story
foyer overlooking the great room (right and on
the cover) and an easily accessible kitchen with
tiled backsplash from Best Tile are perfect for
entertaining.
To learn more visit www.bonacio.com or call
(518) 584-9007.

Winning Best Interior Design for the Classic
Homes category was great and feedback from
visitors was fantastic. Everyone loved it and came
to visit my store because of it. We also received
an interior design award for a home in The Elms
at Saratoga by Bonacio Construction, which was
equally beautiful.
Shelly Walker
is the owner of
Finishing Touches
Home Décor and
More in Wilton. She
earned her degree at
the Interior Design
Institute in Newport
Beach, CA. Her
certiﬁcations
include IDS, ASP
& IASP. Shelly has
over 13 years of experience in the design ﬁeld along
with a degree in accounting. Shelly has participated
in the Saratoga Builders Association Showcase
of Homes and the Capital Region Builders &
Remodelers Association Parade of Homes, winning
awards in both showcases. Her work has also been
featured on Trading Spaces on TLC.
CAPITAL REGION BUILDING & DESIGN
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Caruso Home Builders

HOME DESIGNED FOR EVERYDAY LIFESTYLE

A

Realtor’s Choice award winner
in the Executive Home category,
Caruso Home Builders’ Riverview
Road home also received very positive
feedback from 2016 Showcase visitors.
This beautiful 3,500 square foot
craftsman-style colonial in Rexford
features four bedrooms and three and onehalf baths.
The design collaboration between
builder Anthony Caruso and his wife
Natalie resulted in creating a home that is
designed for the everyday lifestyle. Work-

ing from an existing ﬂoor plan Natalie
explains: “We made changes that make
sense to an everyday lifestyle. The ﬂoor
plan just ﬂows, it makes sense to have
a laundry room off the master closet, an
open ﬂoor plan, the great room. People
are doing without a dining room now, but
we included one within the great room
living space to have a semi-formal section for entertaining. And we did receive
the award in the Executive category for
Interior Floor Plan.”

The kitchen
features semicustom Omega
cabinetry, granite countertops
and stainless
steel appliances
from Earl B.
Feiden.

8

CAPITAL REGION BUILDING & DESIGN

WINTER 2017

The spacious master bedroom with French doors and
tray ceiling includes a view of the master bath’s natural
stone shower with glass wall. A second-ﬂoor laundry
room is accessible through the bedroom’s master closet.
The natural stone tiles are from Best Tile.

In designing the kitchen,
Natalie put her personal touch to
it. “I made a pantry large enough
to put your appliances in – the
toaster, the coffeemaker and microwave. I like everything to have
a place. Each individual drawer
is suited for something to make
maximum use of the space. There
is a speciﬁc drawer for spices,
utensils, oils, pots and pans. I also
went against the norm as far as the color
of the cabinets go. I wanted to do something a little bit different, so the exterior
cabinets are darker, while the island and
the dry bar are the lighter cabinets. We
also selected a leather-ﬁnished granite for
the countertops.”
The exterior of the home features
porch columns on a stacked stone base
and lots of windows to bring in natural
light including transoms. They incorporated neutral shades for the vinyl shakes
with navy blue board-n-batten as an accent color.
To learn more about Caruso Home
Builders and Kendra Estates go to their
website: www.carusohomebuilders.com
or call (518) 478-8596.

“We made changes that make
sense to an everyday lifestyle. The
ﬂoor plan just ﬂows, it makes sense…

CAPITAL REGION BUILDING & DESIGN

– Natalie Caruso

WINTER 2017

9

Photos © Randall Perry Photography

Terrace Homebuilders

EDGY FARMHOUSE AND BARN
IN A COUNTRY SETTING
The garage on this beautifully
landscaped property features steel
C.H.I. carriage house doors from
Overhead Door of Glens Falls. They
are steel front and back with polyurethane insulation. The overlays
are also polyurethane.
Lighting ﬁxtures in the kitchen,
bathrooms and elsewhere in the
house are from Wolberg Lighting
and Design Center.
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O

n a two-acre country setting sits a multiple award-winning Saratoga Showcase home. Garnering both the People’s Choice and
Realtors’ Choice awards, among others, Scot Triﬁlo of Terrace
Homebuilders created a modern, yet edgy farmhouse and barn.
The 4,204 square foot home features four bedrooms and 4.5 baths. “I
designed it with four suites, one on the ﬁrst ﬂoor and three on the second
ﬂoor – all very different from each other. It’s a really nice family house,
but it also works very well as a vacation home because of the four suites.”
The very modern staircase that is adjacent to the living room was de-
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signed by Scot who also built the
oak treads himself, while the steel
railings were created by a local
steel artist.
The gourmet kitchen has a
very modern feel as well with a
rustic touch. “The island top and
mantel are made from reclaimed
barn beams,” Scot noted.
The lower level includes a
home theater, full bar and an exercise area.
People loved the house and
how unique it was according
to Scot. He can’t pinpoint any
one particular thing he likes best
though. “I think the house has
an amazing ﬂow that ties in with
itself and each room compliments
the other rooms. I really love the
whole house.”
To learn more about this home
or other Terrace Homebuilders
projects you can call Scot direct at
(518) 857-9000.

“It’s a really nice family house, but
it also works very well as a vacation
home because of the four suites.”
– Scot Triﬁlo, Terrace Homebuilders
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Barbera Homes

SINGLE-HOME FEATURES IN A SPACIOUS TOWNHOME
With guidance from the town the townhome were designed with
Victorian colors, ample porches and recessed garages. The Pella
windows are from Crawford Door and Window Sales.
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We received a lot of positive
feedback around common themes:
larger than imagined, lovely and
bright kitchen/great room, and the
ﬁnished basement.
– Frank Barbera

L

ots of awards and lots of positive
feedback came Frank Barbera’s
way for his 2016 Showcase entry
at Malta Springs, including the People’s
Choice for the Townhome category
Many of the comments about the Aston
model had a common theme:
• larger than imagined
• lovely bright kitchen/great room
• ﬁnished basement.
According to Frank much went
into the planning of these townhomes
including market research to determine
a buyer proﬁle. “We realized that there
would be two predominant types. One
would be the move-down buyer and the
other would be the single professional,”
Frank said. They put a lot of thought into
the plans as a result. “We wanted to have
a ranch, a master down, two colonials
– one and two-car versions. We also did
focus groups on the plans themselves so
we could be sure we were appealing to
our buyer demographic. I would say the
awards are a culmination of that. When
a customer walks in and says ‘I could
live here,’ you know you have done your
homework correctly.”
The 2,076 square foot Aston
townhome features three bedrooms
and two full and two half baths. The
farmhouse-style kitchen features a
comfortable banquette, a walk-in pantry
with sliding barn door and a large island.
The focal point of the great room is the
ﬁreplace with a two-story herringbone
front. The ﬁnished basement, which could
make the perfect man cave or game room,
included a bar and exposed brick wall.
For more information about Barbera
Homes’ many home options go to the
website: www.barberahomes.com or call
(518) 690-0777.
The spa-like bath (opposite page) features
a spacious shower that boasts a variety
of tiles from Best Tile. The townhome
features distinctive lighting from Wolberg
Lighting and Design Center.
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Malta Development

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE TOWNHOMES
These Realtors’ Choice townhomes include garage doors from Overhead Door of Glens Falls’ Carriage House Collection
– white steel insulated doors with 12-window double arch window design. These doors combine design and superior
insulated construction to create a blend of elegance and strength.

W

ith a combination of ﬂexible designs
and craftsmanship, Tom Samascott
knows what makes a winning Showcase
home. A multiple award winner over the
years, Malta Development took honors again
at the 2016 event with Orchard Pointe, a brand
new concept in townhome living. Awards
for the Townhome category included Best
Exterior Design, Landscaping and a tie for
Workmanship, plus the Realtors’ Choice.
Located in the Town of Halfmoon,
Orchard Pointe offers buyers all the amenities,
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such as ﬁrst-ﬂoor master suites and spacious
guest suites or one-story living for those
who prefer no stairs. There’s something for
everyone, at every stage of life.
Among the other amenities:
• vaulted ceilings in the great room, dining
room and master bedroom; stately 10-foot
ceilings in other areas
• stone ﬁreplace ﬂanked by built-in cabinetry
• private pocket ofﬁce with built-in desk and
cabinetry
• awesome mudroom with built-in cabinetry
• large, well-appointed gourmet kitchen

CAPITAL REGION BUILDING & DESIGN

• full basement, insulated and sheet rocked for
easy ﬁnishing
• Energy Star® certiﬁed.
Malta Development’s homes offer stateof-the-art technology, super-energy efﬁciency
for substantially lower utility costs and
absolutely the ﬁnest Standard Features Package
ever offered. The Exterior Maintenance Plan
means no more yard work so that you can relax
and enjoy life at Orchard Pointe.
You can learn more about these homes at
www.maltadevelopment.com. (518) 885-6420.
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